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STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES

8th Floor Cordell Hull Building

436 6th Avenue North, Nashville, TN.  37243
Telephone: 615/253-6351

October 18, 2011
Dear Resource Parents:
We want to make you aware of some important changes to the school meal programs that may benefit your family.  With the creation of the Federal Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act foster children and potentially biological children in your home can become eligible for Free/Reduced lunch program at your local public school.  Below is information on this program that should be helpful to you.
· All foster children can now receive free school meals (they are categorically eligible) regardless of income. If you have already received a letter from the local school saying that your foster child is enrolled for free school meals, you do not need to do anything.
· If you have not received a school letter about free school meals, you can ask your DCS Family Service Worker to notify the school directly that your foster child is eligible for free meals.  Or, you can request a school meal application from the school or the central office and indicate your foster child’s status on the application form.
Your own children may be eligible for free or reduced price meals, too. 

If you have both foster children and your own biological or adopted children in your household, you may now include all children on one school meals application (as long as they attend school in the same school district).  Doing so will make the application process easier and may enable your children to become eligible for free or reduced price meals by increasing your household size.  
Children get free meals for the entire school year.
Any child (foster or non-foster care) who is approved to receive free or reduced priced meals remains approved for the entire school year plus up to 30 days of the next school year.  This is true for foster children even if they return to their birth family or move to another resource home in the school district.  It is also true for your own children, even if a foster child leaves your home or your income changes.
If you have any questions or need assistance getting free or reduced meals, please contact your local Resource Parent Support (RPS) staff person, your Private Provider agency worker, the DCS Office of Child Permanency (my office), or the local School Nutrition Supervisor within your city or county school system. 
Here’s an example of how families with foster children may qualify for free or reduced priced meals for all children:
Sue Smith and her husband have two biological children and one foster child.  The Smith’s household income is $3,800.  In the past, they have filled out two different school meal applications- one for their biological children (household size-4) and one for their foster child (household size-1).  The Smith’s biological children were considered over-income for free or reduced meals.  Refer to income chart below.
Under the new rules, the Smith’s can list all three children on one application (household size-5).  The biological children are now eligible for free or reduced price meals because their monthly household income of $3,800 falls below the monthly income threshold for a five-person household ($4,035).
Note: If the Smiths were over income for free or reduced price meals, the foster child is still automatically eligible for free meals regardless of household income.
	Eligibility for Free or Reduced Price Meals for School Year 2011-20012
	  Remember: You do not need to include    foster care payments  as household 

	      House Hold

Size
	Monthly Income
	   income.  You do need to include any  personal income that your foster 

	1
	$1679
	children receive.

	2
	$2268
	

	3
	$2857
	

	4
	$3446
	

	5
	$4035
	


It is important to note, however, that the presence of a child in foster care in the household does not confer categorical eligibility for free meals on other children in the home.  In processing the application, the local educational agency (LEA) or other child nutrition program institution would certify the foster child for free meals, and then make an eligibility determination for the remainder of the household based on the household’s income. 

Our office hopes this information comes as an extra-level of support to your families during these tough economic times.  In order to better support our children in care, we would encourage all of you to take advantage of this opportunity.  In order for our children in care to reach the level of success that we all strive for we first have to ensure that nutritional needs are a priority.  Thanks, again, for all that you do and please contact us with any questions you might have. 
Sincerely,

John L. Johnson

State of Tennessee

Dept. of Children’s Services

Dir. of Foster Care and Adoption
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